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BUILDING
THE
MYRIAD

Myriad, the Marconi computer which could have as
many applications as its name implies. is being
built lor Computer Division in the Company’s
workshops at Bechive Lane. Prodoction is going
ahead there 1o meet the orders we have already
won, and our new microelectronics factory at
Witham is supplving microcircuits for the assem-
blies.

Already Myriad 15 being used in our satellite
communications and Services' radar systems. [t
has also been ordered, for example. by the Roval
Research Estabhishment. by Sweden for meteoro-
logical work, and even lor road traffic contraol.
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LEFT: Circuies for Myriad being checked on the Bari rester by
Bob Tavlor, apove: Supplies for the gsvembly of Myriad are
Reamefledd v, Teft o vight, Jim Cole, Chicf of planning, and Alan
Hambley and Bl Standary, Seniov Planiers



LEFT: The printed board complex for Myriad, Prinred hogrds
wirl suh-togredy conlaining modiles made af Withawm being
assembled by, feft 1o righe, Mres, Jaan Oshorne, Mrs. Efve
Girtedy aed Mres, Sfovee Clifford. anove: A 16,000 werd store
_fi.lr -H_'.'.l'f?ﬁf with M, Fofa Green .'..I'I.'lt'J'.'l'.'r_!" n:'."|:|-.'.'l.-r|:'.-.l'."..:'|;.-1-'_.r_~:1 et
RIGH T M, Kathleen Fiizgerald conneciing one of the mam
Tendredds of ey

Altogether thirty-one of these computers have been
sold-—nineteen of them for export. 8o, as every new
computer takes shape in our establishments and is
finally tested and sent for shipping, everyone who
has had a hand in building it will know that there
goes another Myriad bearing our flag. And, if it is
being used in airways control, 1t will be the safe-
guard of thousands of lives a day.

The building of this more-than-important piece
ol equipment is done, in the early stages. mostly by
housewives who work while the children are ai
school and knock off at four o’clock to go home and
get the family’s tea. There is also a large evening
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A iy input s for Myviod befng assembled by
Mrx, Liliae Francis. This weiv disiedbies power to the sectione
af the compurer. anONVE: Jack Werner, Foremen, left, with
WIlE Chovdev who fos completed thiviv=ciehi vears service

shift of wives whose husbands baby-sit. They have
good working conditions with clean air, and they
are encouraged to wear overalls to reduce dust. It
15 essential to keep dust to g minimum on this joh,
and this is why people are asked, when first entering
the factory. to put clothes in their lockers, to put on
overalls, and to wipe their feet on the special sticky
mal. Benches have steel frames and formica tops.
Paperwork, where it is necessary. is put in poly-
thene bags. and the place looks clinically clean,
The bench racks are plastic, very neat syslems
which can be broken down into numbers of small
contamers, and there is a constant feed of racks




from stores (o the assembly henches planned 1o link
with the work in progress.

Bechive Lane Research and Development Work-
shops, administered by R, W, Stiles their Works
Manager, are self-supporting and self-contained.
and are responsible for their own supplies, They
cater entirely for computer assembly, and this
progresses in stages starting from the printed
board. Microcircuits come mainly from Witham.
and a small hand-container of them is worth several
hundred pounds. Assembled units are 1esied at the
end of the line in their own sections, but the com-
plete computer is now taken Tor final test to the
new computer test department at Widford.

ABOVE, BIGHT: Conwnissioning test for o newly geeemblod
Moyvviad compter. Bey Dawiely ix carrving one the Test royrine

AROVE, LEFT: Making the cableform which comnects the
xections af the moin frame asvemblv, Lefe to rights Mres,
Pepey Wade, Jol Routledge, Charpehaired, Cabinet Assembly,
cored Muov. bl Cowell

CEMTRE, LEFT: Afve mabking o cableforer are Meso drene
Kaight defl, ond Mis, Doroiliv Howes

BELOW, LEFT: A cowtrol pane! heing placed 1 position gn o
widin fratie. Cw e vighe O S Cheistopler, . Forenmn,
Corlrivpet Assevndlv, aied with fim i Jofe Routledge

BELOwW: Power ity for Myriod weder cuspection, Left to
righe, Lack Shores, Ispector, Owen Eplaiom, Test Mamager,
Cavvipetery, and George Parmenlior, fnspeciion Supervivor



BELOW, LEFT. Jack Waerier, Foreman, Section B (efi, and Clawde Stonchain, Senior Foreman, BELOW. 1GHT Clrenits of o
dagte wrnit being clecked awtonreasicallv, Lefi o righe, 6. Mursan epel, Clief Cirenit Checker, ©, Boncher, Produetion Saperinrondom,
el 5. O, Widlians, Mnifacriring Manaeor




